
:
,

KARABAKH:
yesterday and today

in photos

:
,



: , ( )

:

ek Baratoglu

KARABAKH: yesterday and today (in photos)

Chief Editor and senior advisor:

Advisors: Azer Akhmad ogly Ahmadzade
Rafael Mahammad ogly Aliyev

: , ( )

:

:

,
.

The author acknowledges assistance of the State Commission on prisoners of war, missing
persons and hostages in the publication of this album.

,
.



...
Az rbaycan Respublikas  Prezidenti

Azerbaijan won't give its land to anyone...
President the Republic of Azerbaijan

...
.



 

 

C o n t e n t  

 

 
Shusha region. ................................................................................7 

The city of Shusha..........................................................................35 

Khojaly region................................................................................57 

GENOCIDE..............................................................................60 

Lachin region..................................................................................75 

Kalbajar region. .............................................................................121 

Aghdam region. ..............................................................................129 

AGHDAM – 2006.....................................................................141 

Jabrayil region. ..............................................................................162 

Fizuli region....................................................................................170 

Gubadly region...............................................................................180 

Zangilan region. .............................................................................189 



KARABAKH 5

,
, !

... , .
 - ,

!
- ,

. :
, , .

: !

. ,
, .

,
. .

, . ,
, !

!
, !  “

”  - !

! !
. ,

, !

Yesterday, and today of Karabakh

This statement is very heave for everybody who was born and raised up in Azerbaijan, because the
present day of the lost, truly speaking occupied by enemy, Motherland doesn't belong to us.

But yesterday… Karabakh, which used to be called Switzerland of the Caucasus is under occupation now.
It is not only the land of Karabakh, part of our Motherland, in captivity, but also the part of our history,

paradise corner of nature! 
Before the occupation in spring and summer Karabakh was full of guests and tourists not only from the

former USSR, but all over the world. There were two things attracting their attention here: the first - fresh
air, and the second - historical monuments.

Today there is only one thing before the eyes of foreign observers and journalists traveling to the occu-
pied Karabakh lands - the Armenian barbarism.

It is not our intention to describe that barbarism through some words or expressions, or make the read-
ers convinced of something. We would like to show you the photos of yesterday's paradise and today's
hell of Karabakh. And the history will judge it itself!

There's no nightingale in Shusha today, which had the clearest air in former days of Karabakh, because
the nature has been occupied as well. The former historical monuments have become victims of the
Armenian vandalism.

Many people have seen both yesterday's paradise and today's hell of Karabakh. It is extremely strange
that those who were praising the old days do not wheir any word about today's hell of Karabakh!

Keeping silence in a view of barbarism is the same barbarism! 
But history won't keep silence, even if somebody wished to mute it! The fictitious issue of the "Armenian

genocide" is raised today to make us forget Karabakh occupied by Armenians!
Any journalist or international observer can give his subjective views or keep silence seeing the

Armenian atrocities. We leave this matter with their conscience. 
The truth has only one face. Let everyone in a view of this truth hear the voice of his conscience, not

the Armenian agitation.
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.  - 289 2,  - 8  1992- .

Shusha region. Territory - 289 km2, occupied - 8 May, 1992.

.  - 289 2,  - 8  1992 .
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. .   Khalafly bridge. Khalafly village.
. .

. 1989- . Shusha city. 1989.

. 1989 .
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. 1750- . Ganja gate. 1750.

. 1750 .

. 1750- . Castle walls. 1750.

. 1750 .
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“ ” . . Hotel “Karabakh”. Shusha city.

 “ ”. .
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: . 1918-1920- .

Recurrence of history: Shusha city destroyed and burnt by Armenians. 1918-1920. 

: . 1918-1920 .
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. 1918-1920- .

Shusha blocks destroyed by Armenians. 1918-1920.

, . 1918-1920 .
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: . 1918-1920- .

Recurrence of history: Shusha city destroyed and burnt by Armenians. 1918-1920. 

: . 1918-1920 .
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. 1918-1920- .

Shusha blocks destroyed by Armenians. 1918-1920.

, . 1918-1920 .
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. 1918-1920- .

Shusha blocks destroyed by Armenians. 1918-1920.

, . 1918-1920 .
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 (1901-1979).

Distinguished Azerbaijani singer Khan Shushinsky's house (1901-1979).

. (1901-1979).
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- . . 1762- .

Yukhari (Upper) Govhar-Agha Mosque. Shusha city. 1762.

- . . 1762 .
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. . 1984- .

Reconstruction of the Albanian Church. Shusha city. 1984.

. . 1984 .
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- . . 1874-1875- .

Ashagy Govkhar-Aga Mosque. Shusha city. 1874-1875. 

- . . 1874-1875 .

. . . Mardinlyquarter. Apartment house. Shusha city.

. . .
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, . (1885-1948).
A monument to Uzeyir Hajibayov (1885-1948), genius Azerbaijani composer, 

founder of opera in the oriental world.
,

 (1885-1948).

, . (1883-1918). ( ).

A tumb of Mir Movsum Navvab, brilliant poet and publicist. (1883-1918) (financed by UNESCO).

. (1883-1918) ( ).
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,  (1717-1797) .
Graved Mullah Panakh Vagif (1717-11797), autstanding Azerbaijani poet, Councillore to Khan of

Karabakh.
,  (1717-1797).

.

Mullah Panakh Vagif bust in front of his house. Shusha city. 

.
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, . . 1982- . Days of Vagif’s poetry. Shusha city. 1982. 

. . 1982 .

. Mullah Panakh Vagif’s mausoleum. 

.
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. Mullah Panakh Vagif’s mausoleum.

.
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 (1897-1961) - . .

House-museum and busted the genies Azerbaijani singer Bulbul (1897-1961). Shusha city. 

-  (1897-1961). .
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, . (1832-1897). .

Estate of Khursidbanu Natavan (1832-1897) daughter of the Khan of Karabakh, 

Azerbaijan poet. Shusha city. 

,

 (1832-1897). .

. . Bazarbashi. The Caravansary Khurshidbanu Natavan.

.
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“ ”. .

“The Khan’s daughter spring” Portrait of Khurshidbanu Natavan.

 “ ”.
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 (1857-1931) .

General Samad bay Mehmandarov's (1857-1931) house.

 (1857-1931).

.

The Topkhana forest telled by Armenians.

, .
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.  “ ” .

Jidir Duzu. "Khary Bulbul" international music festival.

 ( ).  " ".
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.  “ ” .

Jidir Duzu. "Khary Bulbul" international music festival.

 ( ).  " ".
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, .

. .

The bust’s of Bulbul, Natavan and Uzeyir Hajibeyov are of Shusha monuments shot by

Armenians. Museum of Art.  city.

,  - , .

. .

. .

Natavan’s bust. Shusha city.

. .



 - .

The cradle of Azerbaijani culture - Shusha city.

 - .
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. . Saatly mosque. Shusha city. 

. .
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. Poetry house of Mullah Panakh Vagif.

.
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.

. .

The Zokhrabbayovs estate. General view

and window. Shusha city.

.

. .
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. 2006- .

The city of Shusha. 2006.

. 2006- .
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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: , , .

Armenians' future plans: destroyed cities, mosques and several recently built churches.

: , .
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 “ ” .

Saatly Mosque and neighbouring houses after "the Armenian restoration".

 " ".
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“ ” .

From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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.

Destroyed Shusha mosques. 

.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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. House of culture. Before occupation.

.
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, 1992- . The same House of culture, after 1992.

.  1992 .
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. 2006- . House of culture. 2006.

. 2006 .
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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. The Armenian cemetery near Shusha city. 

.
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.

The Azerbaijani cemeteries in the occupied territories destroyed by Armenians. 

, .
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.

The Azerbaijani cemeteries in the occupied territories destroyed by Armenians. 

,  .
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.

The Azerbaijani cemeteries in the occupied territories destroyed by Armenians. 

,  .



.  - 936 2,  - 26  1992- .

Khojaly region. Territory - 936 km2, occupied - 26 February, 1992.

.  - 936 2,  - 26  1992 .



KARABAKH58

g . .

Asgaran Fortress. XVIII c. 

. XVIII .



KARABAKH 59

g . .

Asgaran Fortress. XVIII c. 

. XVIII .
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g . .

Asgaran Fortress. XVIII c. 

. XVIII .



G E N O C I D E



... .

.

Khojaly... A city wiped out in XX c. Only ruins and an old
cemetery left from the city after genocide  committed by
Armenians in Khojaly. 

... ,  XX  .

, ,
.
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26  1992- .
.

, ,
366- ,

.
- , : 613 

, , , 487 . 1275 
.

 25  1997- .
,  26-  17:00-

-
.



Khojaly tragedy

February 26, 1992 remained in the memories as the Day of
Khojaly tragedy. That was the case of genocide.

On that day the armed military forses of Armenia, with participa-
tion of the Russian armed divisions deployed in Khankendi and par-
ticularly the regiment No 366, had perpetrated a briopal and barbar-
ian massacre, unprecedented in the history of humanized.

The city of Khojaly was rased to the ground and turned into ruins:
613 of old people, children and women were killed, 487 become dis-
abled. 1275 of peaceful civilians became hostages.

On February 25th, 1997 the Presedent of the Republic of
Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev signed a decree announcing a minute of
silence in memory of victims of the Khojaly tragedy. 

A decree stated that a minute of silence as a sign of respect to
the memory of victims of the Khojaly tragedy is to be announced in
the territory of the Republic Azerbaijan every year on the 26th day of
February at 17:00 hrs. 



26  1992 
. .

, , -
, ,

 366- , -
.

:
 613 , , 487 
, 1275 .

25  1997 

.
,

 26
 17:00.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.
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“ ” . From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.



KARABAKH74

“ ” .

From “the Armenian vandalism” series.

 “ ”.



.  - 1835 2,  - 18  1992- .
Lachin region. Territory  -  1835 km2, occupied - 18 May, 1992.

.  - 1835 2,  - 18  1992 .
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. Lachin city.

.
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. Lachin city.

.
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. Lachin city.

.
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. . “Mother and Child” monument. Lachin city.

. .
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- , . .

Monument to the writer and statesman Nariman Narimanov. Lachin city.

- . .
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. . .

Aghoghlan Albanian temple. IX c. Kosalar village.

. IX . .
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. . Aghoghlan Albanian temple. IX c.

. IX .
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. Interior of temple.

.
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. 1761- .

Hamza Sultan Palace. 1761.

. 1761 .
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. . .

Abad Kheyir mausoleum. XV c. Ahmadli village.

. XV . .
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 m . . .

Albanian Temple. XV c. Minkand village.

. XV . .
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. .

Mausoleums. Jijimli village.

. .
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. XVIII .

Melik Ajdar Mausoleum. XVIII century.

. XVIII .
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. XVIII .

Melik Ajdar Mausoleum. XVIII century.

. XVIII .
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XVIII . .

The grave of Sari Ashiq XVIII c. Gulabird village. 

,  XVIII . .
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. . .

Mausoleum. XV century. Gulabird village. 

. XV . .
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. .

Mausoleums of Soltanbaba and Sheykh Ahmad. Zeyva village. 

. .
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. .

The mausoleum of Soltanbaba.  Zeyva village. 

. .
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. . Mosque. XV c.

. XV .
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. .

Albanian temple. XV c.

. XV .
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.

Single-arch bridge. 

.
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. . .

Bridge. XIX c. Seyidlar village.

. XIX . .
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. . .

Bridge. XIX c. Seyidlar village.

. XIX . .
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.

Every village of Lachin region had its spring with ice-cold water.

.
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, , .

Every single stone of this land is our relic, our history and the reminiscence of our ancestors.

, , .
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. .

Gravestone. Jijimli village. 

. .

. ,
. .

Stone Shepherd. According to the le-
gend, it is a shepherd turned into a

stone. Jijimli village. 
- . ,

, .
.
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. .

Stone-made household items. Jijimli village. 

. .
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. .

Ancient cemetery. Jijimli village.

. .
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. .

Stone Shepherd. Jijimli village. 

- . .
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. .

Ancient cemetery. Jijimli village.

. .
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.

Gravestone.

.
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. Sarcophagus.

.
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. Sarcophagus.

.
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. Sarcophagus.

.
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. Sarcophagus.

.
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. .

.

Sarcophagus. XVI c.

Zeyva village.

. XVI .

.

. . Sarcophagus. Zeyve village.

. .
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u.

Stone-carved ram figure.

.
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.

Stone-carved horse figures.

.
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.

Stone-carved horse figures. 

.
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.

Stone-carved horse figures. 

.
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.

Stone-carved horse figures. 

.
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u.

Stone-carved ram figure.

.
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.

Stone-carved ram figures. 

.
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. Kalbajar city.

.
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. - . .

Albanian Monastery of Arzu khatun. XIII-XVII c. Khudaveng.

. XIII-XVIl . .
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. - . .

Albanian Monastery of Arzu khatun. XIII-XVII c. Khudaveng.

. XIII-XVIl . .
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. - . .

Albanian Monastery of Arzu khatun. XIII-XVII c. Khudaveng.

. XIII-XVIl . .
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. - . .

Lev Castle. XIII - XIV c. Ganlikend village. 

. XIII - XIV . .
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. - . .

Lev Castle. XIII - XIV c. Ganlikend village. 

. XIII - XIV . .
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. .

Bridge. XVIII c. 

. XVIII .



.  - 1154 2,  - 23  1993- .
Aghdam region. Territory - 1154 km2, occupied - 23 July, 1993.

.  - 1154 2,  - 23  1993 .
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. . .

Mosque. XIX c. Aghdam city. 

. XIX . .
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. 1868- . . Mosque 1868. Aghdam city.

. 1868 . .

. . The Garabays’ house. Aghdam city.

. .
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. .

Museum of bread. Aghdam city.

. .
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“Xa  b b l” beynalxalq  festival . A dam .

"Khary bulbul" international music festival. Aghdam city.

 " ". .
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Qala. XVIII . Fortress. XVIII c. 

. XVIII .

T rb . Mousoleum.

.
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T rb . . A dam .

Mousoleum. XVIII c. Aghdam city.

. XVIII . .
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. XIV sr.  k ndi.

Mausoleum. XIV c. Kengerli village. 

. XIV . .
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Qulu Musa o lu turb si.1314-  il. Xa  D rb tli .

Mausoleum of Gulu Musa oglu. 1314. Khachin Darbatli village.

. 1314 . .
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an imar ti. XVIII . A dam .

Palace of Panakh Khan. XVIII c. Aghdam city.

. XVIII . .
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. . The tea house. Aghdam city.

. .
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. .

The tea house. After occupation.

. .
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– 2006

AGHDAM – 2006

 – 2006
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rm ni rin fikrin  g r  bu, genosid deyil, "Qaraba  xalq z m q ddarat  h ll etm dir"

According to Armenians this is not a genocde, but "self-determination of people of Karabakh".
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“ ” .

From “the Armenian vandalism” series. 

 “ ”.
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Erm ni v h ili ahidi.

The witness of the Armenian vandalism. 

.
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Ke mi nn t, indi i .

Once paradise, present-day hell. 

, .
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Viran  A dam n q dd s m scidi.

Sacred mosque of the destroyed city of Aghdam.

.
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Viran  A dam n q dd s m scidi.

Sacred mosque of the destroyed city of Aghdam. 

.
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Yand r lm  torpaq . Burnt-down land.

.
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Yand r lm  torpaq . Burnt-down land.

.
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Az rbaycan ilk d f  deyil ki, erm ni i a  il  qar la r, ilk

d f  deyil ki,  erm ni vandalizmini g r r  ilk d f  deyil ki,

soyq ma m ruz qa r...

It is not the first time Azerbaijan faces the Armenian

aggression and sees the Armenian vandalism, and not

the first time Azerbaijan is exposed to genocide...

,

...
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Da  heyk ll r (b t). Erk n orta srl r. B y hm dli k ndi.

Stone statues (idols). Early middle ages. Bayahmedli village. 

 ( ). . .
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Heyk ll rin "erm nil dirilmi " varianti.

The "Armenianized" version of the statues.

" " .



.  - 1050 2,  - 23  1993- .

Jabrayil region. Territory - 1050 km2, occupied - 23 August, 1993.

.  - 1050 2,  - 23  1993 .
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Xudaf rin k rp l ri. XII-XIII srl r. Xudaf rin k ndi.

Bridges of Khudaferin. XII-XIII cc. Khudaferin village. 

. XII-XIII . .
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Xudaf rin k rp l ri. XII-XIII srl r. Xudaf rin k ndi.

Bridges of Khudaferin. XII-XIII cc. Khudaferin village. 

. XII-XIII . .
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T rb . XVII . .

Mausoleum. XVII c. Khudayarli village.

. XVII . .
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Q z qalas . XII sr. Dirida .

Maiden Tower. XII c. Diridagh mountain.

. XII . .
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.

Mausoleum.

.
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. XIII-XIV srl r. Da tumas ndi.

Mausoleum XIII-XIV cc. Daghtumas village.

. XIII-XIV . .
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T rb  XVII sr. Xudayar  k nd .

Mausoleum XVII c. Khudayarli village. 

. XVII . .



F zuli rayonu.  - 1386 2,  - 23  1993- .

Fizuli region. Territory - 1386 km2, occupied - 23 August, 1993.

.  - 1386 2,  - 23  1993 .
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T rb . hm d  k ndi.

Mausoleum. Akhmedalilar village.

. .
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H zr ti C rciz t rb si. hm da lar k ndi.

Mausoleum of Hazreti Jarjiz. Ahmadalilar village. 

. .
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T rb . .

The mausoleum. Babi village.

. .
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Mir  t rb si. XIV sr. A a i Veys lli k ndi.

Mausoleum Mir Ali. XIV c. Ashagi Veysalli village.

. XIV . .
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eyx Bab  t rb si. XII sr. Bab  k ndi.

Sheykh Babi Mausoleum. XII c. Babi village. 

. XII . .
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Karvansara. XVII sr. Qar abazar k ndi.

Caravansary. XVII c. Garghabazar village. 

. XVII . .
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Qaraba al - a r  g nl ri.

Musical days of Karabakh. 

.



KARABAKH 179

Qaraba al - a r  g nl ri.

Musical days of Karabakh. 

.
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F zulid  Mu am bayram .

Mugham celebrations in Fizuli.

 ( ) .



ubad  rayonu.  - 802 2,  - 31  1993.

Gubadly region. Territory - 802 km2, occupied - 31 August, 1993.

.  - 802 2,  - 31  1993 .
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M scid. XIX sr. Dondar  k ndi.

Mosque. XIX c. Dondarli village.

. XIX . .
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M s id. XVII . .

Mosque. XVII c. Mama village.

. XVII . .
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Da  kitab l r.

Stone murals.

.
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Q bir st  da  heyk ll r.

Gravestone figures. 

.
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. XVII . Qu ulu .

Mausoleum. XVII . Gushchulu village. 

. XVII . .
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. XIV sr. D mir il r k ndi.

Mausoleum. XIV c. Demirchiler village.

. XIV . .





.  - 707 2,  - 30  1993.

Zangilan region. Territory - 707 km2, occupied - 30 October, 1993.

.  - 707 2,  - 30  1993 .
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Z ngilan . Zangilan city. 

.
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Z ngilan . Zangilan city. 

.
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A b nd k ndinin  g r n .1995-ci il.

A view of Agbend village from the Islamic Republic of Iran. 1995.

. 1995 .

. Burunlu vilage. 

.
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Qala. XIV . Hac a lar .

Fortress. XIV c. Hajialilar village.

. XIV . .
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.

The Basit reservationis one of the biggest Cypress forests in the world. 

.
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- . .

Tree-bridge. Basit reservation. 

- . .
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M qb r . 1304-1305. M mm db yli .

Mausoleum. 1304-1305. Mammadbeyli village.

. 1304-1305. .
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Mausoleum. 1304-1305. Mammadbeyli village.

. 1304-1305. .
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As a result of the Armenian aggression against Azerbaijan, more than
20,000 of Azerbaijanis were killed, 4505 became missing, some 100,000
were wounded, and 50,000 became handicapped because of various injuries.
Military aggression caused the occupation of 17,000 sq. km. of the most pro-
ductive lands of the Republic, and destruction of 900 settlements, 130,939
houses, 2,389 industrial and agricultural enterprises, 1025 educational and
798 health centers, 1510 cultural institutions, 5198 km. of roads, 348 bridges,
7568 km. of water and 76940 km. of electricity lines. In the occupied territo-
ries the Armenian aggressors destroyed cultural elements constituting cultur-
al heritage of Azerbaijan with particular brutality. 12 museums and 6 picture
galleries, 9 historical palaces were looted and burnt down across the send
territory 40 thousand of are exhibits of historical importance were looted, and
44 temples and 18 mosques were profaned. 4,600,000 books and desecrat-
ed manuscripts were plundered in destroyed and burnt down 927 libraries. It
is impossible to make accurate calculation of damages caused to cultural
centers of Karabakh and neighboring areas by the Armenian aggressors,
since the destroyed and annihilated treasures resources were irreplaceable
examples of not only Azerbaijani but the world civilization. Alongside with
moral and psychological strike blown on population per initial estimations, the
aggression by the Armenian armed forces caused damages of the economy
of Azerbaijan in the amount of USD 60 billion.
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